This Quarterly CEG update aims to provide you

with a brief update on inspiring projects and news
from colleagues in this growing global alliance to
promote Earth Jurisprudence (EJ) and Community
Ecological Governance (CEG) - from the African

Biodiversity Network (ABN); also Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Peru, India, Sweden, Finland, UK.

If you would like any more information, please do
not hesitate to be in touch with guy@gaianet.org.

South Africa: Cultural Biodiversity
Workshop in Venda, Limpopo

In April, Mpathe, Million, Wanjiku, Mburu and
Haidee facilitated a Cultural Biodiversity (CB)
workshop in Venda, Limpopo, with teachers from
the Vhembe Education District, whose aim was to
learn more about Venda culture and its link with
biodiversity, learn new skills, deepen their under-
standing about culture and its link with modern so-
ciety, and to enrich their personal growth.

Participants discussed education, citizenship, the
role of elders, traditional medicine and Venda cul-
ture and they sat and told stories. In one exercise,
teachers broke into groups to spend time with eld-
ers. Each group had to get specific information
from the elders to enable them to sketch a time line
of Venda history and draft an ecological calendar.
Participants were also asked to draw farm sketches,
including details of their plants, animals, medicine,
food and animals. This taster reminded teachers
that elders are a valuable resource for knowledge in
their homes and communities, and a valuable
source of cultural knowledge.

Though participants agreed that the next generation
is turning their back on their culture, people felt the
methodologies they learned at the CB workshop
were useful in increasing interest in and awareness
about traditional ways of life and nature.
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Participants drew up strategies to revive and regen-
erate important social and environmental commu-
nity cultural practices. Plans included: establishing
cultural biodiversity clubs in schools and a CB cur-
riculum; encouraging elders to come and interact in
schools; using land in schools to grow indigenous
crops for income generation; organising celebra-
tions; and planting indigenous trees and shrubs.

Sweden: Eco-Mapping Training

Anders Tivell (Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences) continues working with communities in
Kalix, northern Sweden. Eco-mapping training
workshops with the communities are going well.

Many people are engaged in the process and have
begun to reveal a substantial amount of local
knowledge about their culture. Interestingly, the
people of Kalix are using their knowledge about
local culture as a starting point for enquiries into
nature and the environment.

Local groups are strengthening and deepening their
influence and responsibility over nature as a basis
for local management. These experiences are in-
forming national studies by the National Board of
Agriculture and the National Board of Fisheries, as
well national commission on Sweden’s forest pol-

icy.

In September the Swedish Village Movement, to-
gether with the Environmental Protection Agency
and University of Agriculture, will organize a con-
ference on the theme of ‘Managing Nature Lo-
cally’. Community experiences and methodologies
will be presented to try to invoke a deeper under-
standing of human-nature relations.

Hugh Brody, author of Maps and Dreams, will
travel to Sweden lead a community-mapping work-
shop.



India: Navdanya declares Bija Yatra March
and ‘Seeds of Life, Freedom and Hope’
Navdanya and their partners have launched a Bija
Yatra(Seed Pilgrimage or Journey) to oppose the
privatization of India’s seed supply and the emer-
gence of seed monopolies. The Bija Yatrawas
launched last week, Wednesday 10 May, to mark
150 years of India’s struggle for freedom. It will
cover the "suicide belts" of Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh and will reach its finale one
year from now. The Yatrawill also promote GMO-
free, patent-free, debt-free, and suicide-free zones.

Farmers participating in the Yatrawill give training
on low cost ecological organic farming and distrib-
ute GM free seeds. Seed saving and seed sharing
among farmers, and the adoption of ecological, or-
ganic farming will stop the vicious cycle of debt
and create a cycle of prosperity. Awareness will be
created among farmers about GMO’s, corporate
farming and seed monopolies and farmers will be
encouraged to boycott Bt. Cotton, give up ‘seeds of
suicide’ and ‘seeds of slavery’, and adopt ‘seeds of
life’ and ‘seeds of freedom and hope’.

One man robbing another of food
Can this custom last?

One man watching another suffer
Can such life survive?

Survive before our eyes

Survive here in our midst?
Lovely gardens, spacious fields
Innumerable enrich this land
Fruits and tubers, and grains in plenty
Immeasurably it yields

Forever and ever it yields!

BY SUBRAMANIA BHARATI
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Navdanya recently published a study that shows a
growing dependence of farmers in the suicide belt
on hybrid and GMO seeds, which are expensive
and cannot be saved. The seed supply has gradually
been privatized with Monsanto emerging as the
largest player in the market. Reports of health haz-
ards from Bt. Cotton are on the increase.

Bija Vidyapeeth Learning Centre

Bija has just finished running courses on Sustain-
able Agriculture and Sustainable Cities. Sessions
ran on organic farming, the significance of biodi-
versity, seeds, soil and water conservation, medici-
nal plants and more. On the Sustainable Cities
course, participants were encouraged to draw up
blueprints for the sustainable development of hu-
man settlements — building design, land use, en-
ergy, transport and waste management. Courses
coming up include Women, Seed and Food Sover-
eignty (Mahila Anna Swaraj) and Ghandi, Global-
isation and Self-Organisation (Swaraj).

Mango Festival and Harvest Weekend

In June, Navdanya organised a Mango Festival
(Amra Pali) in Delhi and served traditional mango
pannas, mango lassis, mango milkshakes, and tra-
ditional mango food dishes. A Mango Harvest
Weekend took place at Navdanya’s mango orchard
in the Doon Valley, which will soon be followed
by a Gourmand Course on Monsoon Delights.
Ambi, “The Mango” is the name given to the tradi-
tional design used for centuries in Indian art and
handicrafts. The motif is widely depicted on
shawls, stoles, fabrics, natural stationeries, and
wood blocks used for printing textiles.

Vandana Shiva, Finland Visit

Vandana Shiva visited Shalin, Finland, to talk
about the threats facing India through rapid indus-
trialisation. Dr. Shiva warned that water, commu-
nity land, and forests are increasingly becoming
commoditised and privatised. Trade liberalisation
is allowing corporations to encroach on the eco-
logical space of local communities, unleashing so-
cial conflicts. If current trends continue it is esti-
mated that around 80 percent of India’s rural
population will be annihilated through neo-liberal
policies. Dr. Shiva said that there is a need for
creative resistance through movements for ecologi-
cal sustainability and social justice. Earth Democ-
racy is what is needed, she concluded.



Ghana: Neighbourhood Mapping and

Ecological Calendars in Zoosali
Communities in Ghana are becoming more and
more conscious about the need to protect and man-
age their territories. Though planning data is not
readily available, RAINS (Bakari, Musah and their
colleagues) has been working with the Zoosali
community to develop neighbourhood maps to
document areas of cultural and ecological signifi-
cance, such as mosques, sacred groves, boreholes,
schools, sacred sites, chiefs’ palaces and commu-
nity boundaries. A total of 74 people participated in
these ‘mapping’ meetings, which ensured that there
was a deep community commitment to the process.
The Zoosali neighbourhood-mapping project will
be scaled up to incorporate other environmental
pressures and critical eco-systems.

Meetings on seasonal ecological calendars are be-
ing facilitated with the Zoosali community. The
aim of this project is to establish frameworks that
can properly document important aspects associ-
ated with each local season. Four seasons have
been identified, each with specific characteristics
that are significant in determining community live-
lihood patterns and the risks and difficulties associ-
ated with them.

Beyond the Drums, Celebrating the Cul-

tural Significance of Music

Under the title ‘Beyond the Drums’ RAINS orga-
nized community workshops that brought over 180
elders and young people together to talk about the
significance of festivals and celebrations. Commu-
nity elders explained the origins and importance of
local festivals, which are linked to livelihoods, en-
vironmental protection and spiritual and self-
renewal. A forum has been created to increase the
involvement of local people in learning exchanges
between youth and elders.

Community Dialogues in Zoosali

In the last three months RAINS has been working
with the Zoosali community to look at ways of
adopting inclusive community decision-making
processes. Community members are afforded the
opportunity to discuss and share critical issues of
development and community relationships. The
traditionalist Zoosali chief has embraced the proc-
ess.

produced by: The Gaia Foundation

One result of these participatory community meet-
ings is that the Zoosali community has released a
community resolution stating that they regard as
crucial “the protection of critical livelihood sys-
tems and ecosystems and that these cannot be sacri-
ficed by the private enterprise revolution.” RAINS
is convinced that a deliberative and inclusive com-
munity-led decision-making process is taking hold
in Zoosali and this is making the community
stronger in repelling the forces of privatization and
rent-seeking in their locality.

RAINS will be carrying out more research on
community governance structures, livelihood sys-
tems and strategies, and economic pressures.
RAINS hopes to expand the Zoosali initiative in
Tenzuk, northeastern Ghana, as an exploratory
phase for a longer-term engagement.

Kenya: Building Community Organisa-
tions and in Giitune, Karima and

Mukodogo Forests

Porini Trust (Thiong'o, Wanjiku, Mburu, Kariuki,
Tetu and their colleagues) continues supporting
community organisations in the Giitune, Karima
and Mukodongo forests.

Porini is helping the communities to become reg-
istered as Forest Associations, in line with the For-
estry Act. This Act, which is in the process of be-
ing finalized, will allow communities living adja-
cent to ‘government forests’ to manage forest re-
sources, as long as they are registered as Forest As-
sociations and have a viable management plan.



Dialogues have been taking place on community

participation in forest management, building con-
sensus on forest management and land use strate-
gies.

In Karima Forest, the community delivered stories
of clan histories to the steering committee of the
community association. 140 people attended the
ceremony. Each of the four clans held dialogues
amongst its members to write its history, describing
lineage, geographical position of the land in rela-
tion to the hill, the forms of sacrifices offered in the
forest and other cultural expressions. The purpose
of the ceremony was to show how people under-
stand their relationship with the hill and the forest,
and also to learn more about the land they are
claiming.

Testimonies and stories narrated by the elders told
how the community forest suffered at the hands of
the missionaries during the colonial period and the
local county council after independence. People
agreed to work together as an all-inclusive team.
The community agreed that each clan revisit and
confirm their story with a wider group of elders.

The community also agreed to plant trees on their
farms, for firewood, and plant indigenous trees on
Karima Hill. Legal intervention has been sought to
prevent the local county from felling more trees.
The community has hired a lawyer who has visited
the hill and is preparing to file an injunction with
the environmental tribunal, using the case study
report and peoples’ stories as part of the petition.

Tree planting has begun in Giitune forest. Tree
nurseries have been established and Porini has pro-
vided critical inputs for the trees. Children from
local schools have been encouraged to talk with
elders about culture, biodiversity and the cultural
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and biological importance of the forest. Communi-
ties here have begun mapping and demarcating the
forest.

Porini is expanding its work to the east of Kenya,
working with the Giriama and Kamba peoples. The
idea is that three new provinces will work as re-
gional learning centres.

Ethiopia: Sustainable Agriculture Pro-

gramme Expands

ISD continues running their Sustainable Agricul-
ture programme in Meqdela - Masha of Wollo. The
project has stirred up a huge amount of interest.
Composting workshops began in 2004 with just 10
farmers. Now 28,000 households in the woreda
(over 60 percent of the population) are using the
composting system. Communities are using local
bylaws to prevent hillside erosion caused by exces-
sive cattle grazing.

In November Sue and her colleague, Fassil, made a
one-week visit to Meqdela combining field visits
with participatory discussions, which included
farmers invited from Tigray, Oromiya and Holetta.
A representative of the Wollo Zonal Administra-
tion also attended and was so impressed that after-
wards he announced he wanted to invite represen-
tatives from all the Amhara woredaglocal gov-
ernments) to come and see the project.

Since last November’s workshop, three more
woredas have joined the Sustainable Agriculture
Programme: Meqdala, Ambasel and Wegedi and
follow-up meetings have been held to pinpoint
community needs. ISD will provide communities
with critical inputs such as planting material for
fruit tree and forage tree nurseries.

ISD plans to scale up a project for women and girls
in three woredasin Tigray; increasing water points,
offering training in vegetable planting, food proc-
essing, and improving stoves and fuel efficiency.

ISD is planning a ‘Water for Food’ programme,
funded by the International Water Management
Institute, aiming to improve local water use and
access by developing traditional irrigation methods.
This initiative is closely linked to the Sustainable
Agriculture Programme in Tigray.

Results here have shown that after farmers reverted
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to using traditional composting methods the hy-
drological cycle started to get better. Springs re-
appeared and farmers started to cultivate off-season
production. Moreover, there are more than 1450
hand-dug wells in Tahtai Maichew near Axum in
the Central Zone of Tigray. ISD and stakeholders
have visited the prospective areas for this initiative.

Dr. Tewolde Accepts UNEP Award

In April Dr. Tewolde
attended the Singapore
Earth Champion
Awards Ceremony. The
following exert is taken
from his speech upon re-
ceiving the award:

OPolar ice is
melting. The sea
level is rising. The
Earth's surface is
desiccating. Hur-
ricanes, typhoons,
tornadoes and
sandstorms are blowing. Soil is eroding.
Ground water is drying up. What is left is
being polluted. And so is the air. Species
are dying out faster and faster. Epidemics
are devastating human and other life.O

OMeanwhile, in the banquet hall of pomp
and power, the conversation continues:
"Save the biosphere by privatizing it. Solve
all by selling off all. Sell off the soil. Sell off
the forests. Sell off the grasslands. Sell off
the water. Sell off the air. Sell off all the
species. The private sector can genetically
modify them to replace those that have died
out. Never mind unforeseen impacts. If they
happen, it will be after | am gone. And sell
off all that sustains the women, the chil-
dren, and the poor. But, mind you! Appear
to be improving life for them all. Oh - and
don® forget to leave some public assets just
around my palace."”

CHow about me, today, a Champion within
all this globalizing debacle, a speck in front
of you all here? | have been alive long
enough in human terms. | have been pre-
occupied with the present and future of life
on Earth - mine, and that of all else. So
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please, you, the wealthy, the mighty and the
puppets, tread gently. Please do not kill off
the decomposers that will take me through
the cycle of things into other new blades of
grass in the future. Let life continue.O

Dr. Tewolde’s full speech can be downloaded:
http://www.unep.org/champions/Winners/Speech

Tewolde.pdf

Interacting with Nature and Wilderness
MELCA has been running a series of outdoor
workshops, called SEGNI (Social Empowerment
Through Group and Nature Interaction), in the Bale
Mountains National Park and Menagesha Suba
State Forest, Ethiopia. Participants have come from
as far as from Ghana, Benin, Kenya and South Af-
rica. The SEGNI programme facilitates the transfer
of intergenerational ecological knowledge between
elders and young people, instilling in them aware-
ness about their environment and their culture.
Participants document the results of interactions
with communities in writings, songs, art and
drama. They also collect plants, animal materials,
local food items, seeds, and cultural artefacts.
Youth groups from Menagesha Suba have estab-
lished an environmental club to work on environ-
mental rehabilitation, sustainable agriculture and
livelihoods. The young people are now receiving
training on leadership and methodologies for gen-
erating income.

Dinsho’s Land Administration has given MELCA
one hectare of land to help them establish a Learn-
ing Centre at the foot of the Bale Mountains. In
March a Cultural Biodiversity celebration was held
nearby with two local primary schools on National
Ethiopian Wolf Day. A Cultural Biodiversity Cele-
bration will take place in Bale in September 2006.

Sheka Forest Advocacy, NGO Coalition
In March, an advocacy workshop was held with the
aim of developing an NGO coalition and opera-
tional plan to halt the destruction of the Sheka For-
est.

Three people were selected to complete and final-
ize the operational plan, whilst a coalition of seven
organizations was established to work on the Sheka
Forest issue.



GMO Awareness Workshop, Tigray
Thirty-five participants attended an Awareness
Raising Workshop on genetic engineering (GE)
and the impact of genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) in Mekelle, Tigray. Discussions were held
on common strategies to stop the introduction of
GMOs, how to promote biodiversity-based, com-
munity-led sustainable agriculture, and how to
build a Seed Diverse and GMO-Free Tigray.

Bolivia: Centro de Culturas Kawsay

Centro de Culturas Originarias Kawsay has just
released its first trimestral newsletter. Highlighting
the importance of the country’s first elected indige-
nous President, Evo Morales, who won with more
than 50 percent of the vote, Leonel Cerruto writes:

OThe dream of a better tomorrow no
longer belongs to tomorrow. Instead, it
begins this very day. The challenge of
building a better society is now in motion.
[E] After 500 years of suffering from ex-
clusion and racism, the original peoples
of this continent have the opportunity to
begin fulfilling our destinies, or, for the
very least, start looking to the future with
optimism. However, the triumph of Evo
Morales in the national elections does not
mean that our lives will be changed by
waving a magic wand, but, instead, that it
will be a hard struggle that is only just
beginning.O
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Leonel believes that Bolivia is going through a
time of change and transformation, or Pachakutj as
they say, which will demand reciprocity between
everyone involved in the process of social trans-
formation. He asks Bolivians to begin building on
their hopes from today so that their children can
have a better future.

Education in Bolivia’s New Constitution
In Bolivia’s Constituent Assembly, with every-
one’s participation, it is hoped that people will try
to transform the Bolivian state from an oligarchic
structure to one based on respect for Bolivia’s di-
verse cultures. Despite over a decade of imple-
mentation of the Education Reform Law, indige-
nous peoples and civil society have been let down.
Kawsay believes this issue has to be revisited in the
Constituent Assembly and that pluri-cultural and
pluri-lingual education has an important part to
play in achieving a pluri-cultural Bolivian state.

The election of Evo Morales now gives people the
chance to imagine how education can meet the
needs of the people. In this sense, Bolivia has the
opportunity to revise and rethink its constitution.

Many aspects of Bolivia’s national Constitution are
not consistent with Chapter One, which declares
Bolivia a ‘multi-ethnic and pluri-cultural nation’. In
particular, Kawsay would like to bring the Consti-
tution’s articles on education (articles 7 and 177) in
line with Chapter One.

Courses on Intercultural Education
Meanwhile, Kawsay has just released a book,
called ‘Indigenous Peoples in Politics’, by Xavier
Albo, and has been successfully running a variety
of courses, including workshops on the national
Constituent Assembly; Arts and Crafts for Young
People; Intercultural teaching and Indigenous
Rights; Community Eco-production; Climate
Change; and Andean Cosmology.

Brazil: FAO Meeting, Porto Alegre

In February 2006, a delegation of Africans and
Latin Americans from the Community Ecological
Governance Global Alliance (CEG — GA) took part
in a series of events, exchanges and discussions at
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organi-
sation (FAO) meeting on agrarian reform and rural
development, and visited a number of Afro-
Brazilian communities.



The aim of the visit was to support key actors from
Southern hemisphere countries who are part of a
Global Alliance on Community Ecological Gov-
ernance (GA-CEGQG), enabling them to attend the
FAO conference, visit community initiatives for
ecological governance in Brazil, and develop stra-
tegic plans for improving land, water and biodiver-
sity security for rural communities. The delegation
attended two conferences in Porto Alegre, both
sponsored by the United Nations FAO on the sub-
ject of agrarian reform. A parallel conference (a
‘peoples’ conference) met in the same building un-
der the title of ‘Land, Territory and Dignity’, with
over 400 delegates from a range of NGO/ CSO
groups, peasant and small-farmers organizations.

COFrom the ICARRD Conference, | am able
to understand clearly the frightening threat
of globalization that is moving fast in com-
mercialising almost everything and thereby
destroying the livelihood and identity of the
traditional communities all over the world.
Almost all country reports on the situation
of rural livelihoods emphasi se impacts from
commercializing land.O

COMMENT FRROM GA-CEG PARTINER AT-
TENDING THE CONFERENCE.

A two-day session, facilitated by Angela Cordeiro,
enabled the exchange of experiences, learning les-
sons from different countries, and planning for next
steps among the GA-CEG partners and Brazilian
colleagues. Brazilian participants included repre-
sentatives from indigenous, quilombolaand faxi-
nalensecommunities. It was the first time many
had met and the first time they had heard of similar
struggles. Brazilian participants also presented their
histories in reclaiming their territories and reas-
serting community processes for ecological gov-
ernance.

One of the main participants in the intercultural
exchange was (Centro de Agricultura Alternativa
do Norte de Minas CAA/NM). They are trying to
help communities reconstruct memory, history, tra-
ditions, identity and landscape. Both the cultural
and the ecosystem need revival because the private/
individual land owning system allows industry un-
fettered access to the ecosystem, disregarding the
rights of future generations to a healthy environ-
ment.
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Community Visits to Minas Gerais

The CEG GA group took part in a field visit to two
regions: southern Rio Grande do Sul and northern
Minas Gerais. In each region a number of commu-
nities were visited, including MST settlements on
reclaimed land and Afro-Brazilian quilombola
communities. These visits were especially timely as
the quilombola communities are at a critical mo-
ment in their struggle. They are in the process of
gaining legal recognition for their own particular
form of communal lands, distinct from the indige-
nous people or the seringueirosvho have already
achieved some legal recognition in Brazil.

Qt has been a dream come true and | never
thought | will see it happen to meet broth-
ers and sisters from the other side of the
world. | am the president of the quilombola
communities in the north of Minas Gerais.
The quilombola communities have been
badly affected due to monocultures like
eucalyptus plantations and cattle ranching.
The communities live in very difficult con-
ditions fighting off land acquisition.O

FRANCISCO, FROM GORUTUBA QUILOM-
BOLAN COMMUNITY, BRAZIL.

The first-hand experience of witnessing marginali-
sation and landlessness in Brazil was a shock for
the African partners and it reinforced their com-
mitment to resist similar processes occurring in
their own countries. Participants reiterated the need
for a global alliance: an alliance that unites differ-
ent cultures and continents, based on common
principles and commitments, to rebuild communi-
ties, their territories, and the secure protection of
both into the future.




Help Defend Quilombola Communities
Twelve years ago, the Brazilian nation-state ac-
knowledged the quilombolasand their quest for
land regularization in Article 68 of the 1988 Con-
stitution that indicates that the Government should
provide land titles to remaining members of their
communities. However, in the ensuing years very
few of land regularizations have occurred and the
legal and regulatory framework for carrying them
out is still quite weak and ambiguous. Despite the
Constitutional mandate of 1988, the past eighteen
years has seen little progress in the official recog-
nition and regularization of the quilombolalands.

Please offer your support to the people of Gurutuva
and quilombolasnationwide by visiting:
http://www.gaiafoundation.org/documents/quilomb
olas.doc

Please try and send the sign-on letter to as many of
the contacts included as you can. An international
response can only strengthen the communities’
struggle for the recognition of their territories.

Colombia: ABN Colombian Amazon In-

tra Community Exchange

In May the Fundacién Gaia Amazonas, in collabo-
ration with the Gaia Foundation UK, organised an
inter-cultural exchange visit to the Colombian
Amazon for ABN participants who are focusing
their work on Community Ecological Governance
and Cultural Biodiversity.

The African delegation included six participants:
Mpatheleni Makaulule (Luvhola community, South
Africa), Gathuru Mburu and Tetu Maingi (Porini,
Kenya), Fassil Gebeyehu (ISD, Ethiopia), and Liz
Hosken (Gaia, UK). Bakari Nyari (RAINS, Ghana)
attended the Mesa Permanente de Coordinacion
Administrativa(MPCI, or Mesg as an Observer.

The purpose of the visit was to observe the Mesa;
visit the indigenous communities of the Colombian
Amazon to study the processes of community gov-
ernance and ascertain what can be learnt to support
processes of cultural recuperation in Africa; and to
hold discussions with participants on collective and
communal land rights and the state governance
system.
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Those that attended the Mesa were able to observe
and interact with Gaia Amazonas officials facili-
tating the preparatory stages of the meeting, and
with indigenous leaders taking part in the negotia-
tions on indigenous education and health. Bakari
visited Puerto Narifio, a small town upstream from
Leticia, and witnessed a traditional dance organized
by the community chief. People poured from all
corners of the area to take part in the dance, which
was held in the community maloca

Mburu, Mpathe, Tetu, Fassil, Liz and Nico trav-
elled to various communities and malocason the
Caqueta and Araracuara rivers, Amazonas. They
were invited to participate in intercultural dialogues
on ecological governance with indigenous leaders,
shamans and community members. The dialogues
explored how customary lore and traditions are
used to regulate the environment and society in a
mutually enhancing and stable way, and how these
processes can be used for cultural regeneration.

During the dialogues, the Africans and Amazonians
realized they had much in common, sharing similar
problems and approaches in their work to over-
come them. Two elders emphasized that the seed of
culture never dies. They said though it may lie
dormant for some time, most communities have
methods of keeping them alive. These can be nur-
tured to recuperate culture and community.

On her return to South Africa, Mpathe was invited
onto Venda’s radio programme, SABC Radio Pha-
laphala FM Venda, to talk about the value of sacred
places, comparing sacred places in the Colombian
Amazon to those in Venda, Limpopo.



Global Alliance Meeting in Leticia
A follow-up meeting to the Brazil FAO Meeting
and Community Exchange was held in Leticia,
Colombia, in May 2006 to clarify the common
principles by which local and indigenous commu-
nities are governed and define a strategy for further
action. Partners and community leaders from
Ethiopia, Kenya, Ghana, South Africa, Peru, Bo-
livia, Brazil and Colombia participated in this four-
day symposium.

OKnowledge and understanding come
through linking experience not theory.
Western industrial education is based on
theory. Indigenous and community educa-
tion is based on experience, reflection and
experience as an ongoing life-long proc-
ess.O

LEONEL CERRUTO, KAWISAY, BOLIVIA.

Carlos Mares spoke about the story of the emer-
gence of the western industrial state and its impact
on nature and diverse cultures. He talked of ways
to promote community rights within the modern
state system and laid out the challenges ahead. Dis-
cussion over the following three days focused on
clarifying strategic responses to privatization of
land and biological resources and building consen-
sus over core principles of the Global Alliance.

OLaw and State are going through deep
changes. The dogmas supporting the State
in the last two centuries do not seem to be
sufficient to face the challenges of the next
century,butthereare outlines,sketche®f a
fairer social organization, with citizens
working together and therefore stronger,
and a State that is not an oppressor but a
protector of community rights.O

CARLOS MARES, LECTURER AT THE PON-
TIFICIAN CATHOLIC \UNIVERSITY, CUKITIBA,
BRAZIL (FORMER HEAD OF F\UNAI AND CO-
FOUNDER OF INSTITUTO SOCIO-AMBIENTAL.

CEG GA participants made a commitment to ana-
lyze and review the constitutional legal frameworks
in their countries, especially in relation to land,
water and biodiversity, and make recommenda-
tions. A meeting in Kenya will soon take place to
share country-specific information and to clarify a
collective legal strategy.
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USA: New Centre for Earth Jurispru-

dence, Miami, Florida

Barry and St. Thomas Universities, Miami, Florida,
have jointly created America’s first Centre for
Earth Jurisprudence. The centre will look at law
and governance from an Earth centred rather than
human centred perspective.

“This landmark collaboration will enable both our
Law Schools to uniquely prepare their students for
the unprecedented ecological legal challenges they
will face in the coming years,” said STU President
Rev. Monsignor Franklyn M. Casale.

Part of the mission of the centre will be to research
and develop a philosophy and practice of law that
is responsive to ecological and ethical imperatives
related to a deteriorating state of planetary systems
in the 21* century.

“Given the rapidly deteriorating state of the health
of the planet, this centre will provide visionary re-
search that sparks new ways of thinking about law
and governance that understands that the human
community is a part of the seamless Earth commu-
nity,” said Sister Patricia Siemen, Director of the
new school.

The Florida EJ Centre will open in autumn 2006.

Peru: PRATEC courses on Sustainable

Conservation and In Situ Conservation
PRATEC is concerned about raising awareness and
recognition for Andean traditional governance
systems. Through a network of local organisations
it promotes cultural regeneration and agri-
biodiversity, including seed and traditional knowl-
edge exchange, and training on ethno-education.

Earlier this year Grimaldo, Jorge Ishizawa, their
friends and colleagues (PRATEC) ran two Diploma
courses in Tingo Maria, Peru, which have proved
to be very popular. Forty eight participants, mostly
rural teachers and rural development personnel,
came from as far as Bolivia, southern Peru, Argen-
tina and Ecuador for their course on Intercultural
Education and Sustainable Development.
PRATEC's course on In Situ Conservation has also
been well attended, with 20 participants coming
from four Latin American countries.



United Kingdom: Gaia Learning Centre,

‘Time for the Dream’

In May, the Gaia Foundation hosted an evening of
reflection and discussion on Community Ecological
Governance: Lessons from Colombia and Africa.
Mpathe, Fassil, Mburu and Tetu talked about

their experiences during this year's visit to the in-
digenous communities in Araracuara and the River
Caqueta, Amazonas. They shared with us their per-
sonal reflections about the visit, what they learnt
and how these experiences will inform their work
in their own countries.

In June, Prof. Philippe Sands led a discussion eve-
ning on the theme of Lawless World, Lawful Earth:
The Making and Breaking of Global Rules. He
talked about how recent global events have been
used to justify further efforts to remake the global
legal order and gain strong support for global eco-
nomic rules on free trade, foreign investment pro-
tection and intellectual property, while ignoring
international norms on environment and human
rights. There was some discussion on the extent to
which a new Earth Law - or Earth Jurisprudence —
can achieve the radical shift in beliefs and attitudes
that will be necessary to halt the exploitation and
devastation of the Earth. DVD and CD recordings
of the evening will be circulated soon. Later in
July, Tan Mason will talk to us about ‘Organic Law:
The History of Global Capitalism and the English
Story of Origin’.

Gaia’s Learning Centre continues with its innova-
tive new programme of courses. ‘Time for the
Dream’ led by Mary Jayne Rust, Jungian Analyst
& Chris Johnstone, addictions specialist, musician,
author of "Find Your Power", guided proceedings.
At the next workshop Sandra Hill and Christopher
Hedley will look at traditional methods of healing,
gathering plants and making simple remedies,
learning to understand natural cycles and how to
live according to the rhythms of the four seasons.

Second UKELA Wild Law Seminar
Preparations are underway for the 2" United King-
dom Environmental Law Association (UKELA)
Wild Law Seminar on 10 November. The event
will be chaired by John Elkington (SustainAbility)
and will feature Cormac Cullinan (EnAct, author of
Wild Law) as one of the speakers. The seminar will
be followed by a two-day Wild Law workshop.

produced by: The Gaia Foundation

Resources and Links
Global Environmental Justice: The NGO and Civil
Society Environmental Justice Blog Site.

http://ngoblog.org/

This site features video footage the ABN visit to
Finland and meetings with Vandana Shiva.

The Gaia Foundation
http://www.gaiafoundation.org

Navdanya and Bija Vidyapeeth Learning Centre
http://www.navdanya.org

Dr. Tewolde’s full speech upon receiving his
UNEP environmental award can be downloaded at:
http://www.unep.org/champions/Winners/Speec
h_Tewolde.pdf

Kawsay Centro de Culturas Indigenas
http://www.kawsay-unik.org

PRATEC, Peru
http:/www.pratec.org.pe

COAMA, Colombia
http:/www.coama.org.co/

Peoples Earth Decade
http://www.peoplesearthdecade.org




